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This column is kind of a downer.  You might want to skip it today





The revelations of what the Swiss government and banking industry did during WW II has eroded any small ideal I might have had left that money doesn’t corrupt all institutions.  In past columns, I have often been cynical that the basic motive or motivating force behind any significant action has been money.  But in my heart I carried the thought that it wasn’t 100% true.  Now I think it is.





It seems that even when a good purpose is proposed, the champions of that good purpose have to convince some approving or supporting entity that the good purpose, if allowed to happen will either save the public money or make money for the supporting entity.  This is sad.





In this instance of the Swiss it’s not only disappointing to see the reputation of a people brought down but disturbing to be informed that they were selling both ball bearings and anti aircraft guns to the Germans during the war.  Tied in with the fact that many U.S. aircraft were shot down while trying to bomb German ball bearing factories, the Swiss weren’t neutral, they were our enemy.  People in our government knew this and still the Swiss suffered no penalty for their actions.  Enough about the Swiss.





There’s no point in being too prudish or puritan about people making money.  There’s nothing inherently evil about it.  A movie several years ago had the central character saying in a lecture, “Greed is good”.  I could agree with him.  If the base motivation of an inventor, scientist, medical researcher, developer, business man is to make money, even lots of it, but in the process he gives society a product it wants, then so what?





It’s not in the making of money that evil lies but in the manner of making and using the money.  To exploit people, whether it’s the workers paid far below a fair share of the product’s profit or the consumers of an eventually inferior product, that’s what’s evil.  And not just products.  Financial institutions (banks and investment houses) and the service industries can and do also exploit people.  





It’s a vicious cycle.  Those with bank stocks will defend their right to make the maximum profit possible from their holdings while complaining that the oil monopolies are unfairly raising the cost of fuel.  And the oil company stockholders will defend their rights to profit while bemoaning the lost profit caused by environmental activists.  The activist will proudly defend their actions in the name of clean air and elimination of cancer causing substances while wringing their hands over the cost of a two by four at the local lumber company.  And the timber industry will blame its loss of profit on the excessive interest charged on loans by the banks.  And round and round it goes.





We all understand why our company, industry or profession must charge what it does but lament everyone else’s price gouging.  But at the bottom of it all is someone maximizing the money he makes.  Whether the money is made by exploiting holocaust victims or immigrant workers who can’t complain, there is a point where fairness ends and greed does become evil. Greed and personal self interest have become so pervasive that we don’t feel we can trust any business or government entity to be honest and fair.





And it’s all because of money.  Someone once said money was the root of all evil and that seems to be true.





At least that’s how I feel today.


























 


